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Immigration and LA’sS
Health Care System

System is being wrecked by illegal
aliens using emergency services

by Craig Nelsen

overestimate the negative

impact of illegd immigrationon
Cdifornia For example, in Los
Angees County done, illegd
immigrants cost the hedth care
system $340 million annudly,
according to a report from the
county’s Department of Hedth
Services. The source of much of
the codt is diens who use the
county’s emergency rooms for
routine hedlth care -- essentialy
turning emergency rooms into free
clinics and driving many hospitals
into the red.

Cdifornia officids note thet the
problemisepidemic inthe gate. In
addition, snce employers usudly
pay illegd diens “off the books,”
neither the employer nor the
workers pay payroll taxes.

Federa datutes, induding
Section 1621 of the Immigration
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and Naturalization Act, the
Persond Respongbility and Work
Opyportunity Reconciliation Act of
1996, and the Illegd Immigration
Reform and Immigration
Responghility Act of 1996,
severdly redtrict the kinds of public
benefits, cashass stance, and non-
emergency hedthcare available to
diens Yet a link from the Los
Angdes County Depatment of
Hedlth Services websitetakesone
to a county Public Services
department web page titled
“Important Noticefor Immigrants”
whichingructs“immigrants’ (inten
languages) to access many of the
public services forbidden to them
by federa lawv. (According to
county officds we spoke to, the
county, in dispensing most
sarvices, does not didinguish
between immigrants, illegd diens,
and foreign nationds.)

The department ligs20 wdlfare
and socid programs avaladle to
“immigrants.” The programs
indude food stamps, housing
assstance, energy assistance,
transportation assistance,
educationa assistance, job training
assstance, Medi-Ca, WIC,
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childcare, prenatd care, and
county hedth programs. No
wonder 40 percent of Medi-Cd
patients are now non-English
spesking foreigners demanding
costly trandator services at public
expense, and no wonder an entire
industry has sprung up in Asa
advisng sick Adans how to access
U.S. hedlth care.

One might wonder how the
county and city of LosAngelescan
openly urge immigrants to access
prohibited public servicesand cash
benefits. In a remarkable bit of
Orwellian doublespeak, the
“wefare-for-immigrants’ webpage
assuresimmigrantsthey can access
cash benefits to whichthey are not
lawfully entitled because, well, the
cash benefits aren't redly cash
benfits.

Just read carefully the following
clarification from the department’s
webste “Some of the above
programs may provide cash
benefits, adisclamer under thelist
of avalable wefare programs
reads.

The purpose of such benefits
is not for income
maintenance but rather to
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avoid the need for on-going
cash assistance for income
maintenance; therefore, they
are not subject to public
charge consideration.”

Go ahead and read that again,
if you need to. Thegist of it is that
the locd government in Los
Angeles County is providing cash
assistance to diens so that diens

won’'t need cash assistance.

Itistimeto buck up asanation,
put the adults back in charge, and
end this kind of nonsense. In a
world in which nearly five billion
peopleliveincountriespoorer than
Mexico, nether Cdifornia nor the
rest of the United States can afford
to be the emergency room to the
world.
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A very good way to dart
getting serious about illegal
immigration would be to decrease
voter innumeracy — and the best
way to do that would be for the
media and for those running in the
Cdifornia recdl eection to start
connecting the dots between
Cdifornias budget disaster and
messvefordgnimmigration. &




