VHY ANOTHER JOURNAL?

Over the past two decades, a nunber of issues have enjoyed public
attention, all of which are directly or indirectly related to, or
influenced by, the question of human population growth; its
absolute size, distribution and rate of change.

The first of these was the popul ation question itself, brought
forcefully to the fore by Paul Ehrlich with the publication of The
Popul ation Bonb in the | ate 1960s. This was acconpani ed by t he now
forgotten hearings on population problens by Alaska's Senator
Grueni ng, and t he appoi ntnment by President N xon of the Comi ssion
on Popul ation Gowt h and the American Future. In 1968, Dr. Ehrlich
hel ped form Zero Popul ation Gowh as a vehicle for work on these
i ssues.

During the 1970s, donestic birthrates fell and i nmigration rates
rose, calling into existence in 1979 the Federation for Anerican
Imm gration Reform(FAIR), when exi sting popul ati on groups declined
to tackle the newissue of imrigration policy. Then, as |arge scale
immgration raised the specter of division along |anguage and
cultural lines, U S English entered the fray in 1983. Finally, as
of the late 1980s, there developed a ground swell of concern
throughout acadene and society in general about the proper
relationship of individuals to one another, and of the individual
to the larger community we call society. Many |ooked at the
probl ens of our society and began inquiring as to the correspondi ng
responsibilities, duties and obligations that go along with our
rights, liberties and entitlenents, so nuch enphasized in the | ast
two decades. This led to the formati on of the Anerican Alliance for
Ri ghts and Responsibilities (AARR). It is this thene of bal ance
between rights and responsibilities that suggested we resurrect the
phrase "The Social Contract" as the nane for our journal, since so
many of the questions we face are ethical and contractarian ones.
Who gives, who gets, and how nuch?

I have singled out these organi zati ons only because |I' mthe nopst
famliar with them Along the way nany others have contributed to
t he di al ogue: Popul ati on/ Envi ronnment Bal ance (nee The Envi ronnent al
Fund) , Negative Population Gowth (NPG, Californians for
Popul ation Stabilization (CAPS), the Center for Immgration Studies
(ClS), the Inmgration Reform Law Institute (IRLI), to nmention a
fewon the U S donestic level. In addition, there is another set
of groups working on the international scene.



In the devel opnent and el aboration of any social idea, literary
efforts of different types are needed. In general, the groups
menti oned above have been strong on the production of short tracts
and newsletters, and have generated a few books, but very few of
the magazine-length articles that would fill in the gap between
these two extrenes. |In addition, such articles as have been
produced are wi dely scattered, being just occasional items in
publications with other chief foci

The lack of any journal dealing with these related topics has
meant that there has been no epicenter for their discussion, and no
coherent body of literature to which staff people who cone al ong
can be referred. O der itens of lasting value tend to be |lost from
view - that is one reason we are re-publishing Garrett Hardin's
cel ebrated essay, The Tragedy of the Commpns, in this, our initia
i ssue. Many of us would benefit fromreading it again, and many of
the generation that follows mine, to whom the standard nust be
passed, will never have read it at all

The absence of a journal has neant that it is harder for new
young authors to find a place to publish their nascent ideas. It
has also neant the absence of an editor, one of whose nain jobs
woul d be to | ook over the whole field, to see which ideas are weak
or missing, and to solicit articles to treat them Some of these
m ght be assigned to those new, young witers wanting to get
started, to help them develop their talents and reputation
Finally, many of us have articles and other itens we would like to
share with colleagues, but few of wus have the facilities or
financing to do nmuch of the tine-consum ng copying, collating and
mai ling. This |eaves us all at a di sadvantage.

These deficiencies, then, give us our general publication plan:

1. W will use a great deal of reprinted material, drawn froma
wi de variety of sources, in an effort to develop a collected body
of witing on our topics. Qur contributing editors have anong
thensel ves agreed to survey about sixty publications, and send us
items to be considered for re-publication

2. Since the past is prologue to the present, in each issue we
intend to present sone itens fromthe recent or nore distant past
that bear on our general subject areas. Sonetines the wheel has
al ready been invent ed!

3. In a departure from common journal practice, we plan to
reprint good itenms from the daily press, including syndicated
columists, and possibly with letters-to-the-editor responses to
their articles.

4. Speeches, nenos, testinmonies, and the |ike that should see
wi der distribution will also be included.

5. The publication will contain the standard itens of an
editorial, letters to the journal, and gradually, over tine, nore
of the original articles that we solicit to fill the gaps in our

i nformation and under st andi ng.

The journal wll not be refereed as we have no acadenic
pretensions. This is a publication of activists, by activists, for
activists: people in the daily battles who want some return for
their efforts in the not-too-distant future. W will also solicit
items fromour "opposition," seeking to offer debates in print.

Thus, The Social Contract, as we envision it, is a bit unusua
in format - which we hope will make it all the nore useful to you
When you run across an itemthat you would |ike others to see but
find you just don't have the tinme, energy or facilities to copy and



send around, send it to us and let us take care of that function
for you. W invite contributors to send along wth these
subm ssions a paragraph or two on why they feel this particular
itemshoul d be seen by others (if the reason is not obvious onits
face). We will use these to prepare an introductory footnote.

Qur goal is not to increase your reading |oad but to decrease it
some since our contributing editors, through their survey of a w de
range of literature, will be doing sone work for you. Their work
will al so, doubtless, bring to your attention itens that you would
ot herwi se nmiss. Who can keep up with a dozen publications, much
| ess sixty?

This journal is available to the general public through
subscri ption, and we hope that sone organi zati ons may wi sh to offer
and pronote it to their nmenbership. W hope, too, that the
"opposition" will conme to feel it is sonmething they MJUST read in
order to keep track of what we're thinking.

CRI TERI ON FOR SUCCESS

Qur sole criterion for success will be the useful ness of the
journal to the activists who receive it. An inmportant neasure of
this will be their response in the form of itens sent in for
inclusion in the journal. Since this is not a comercial venture,
the size of the circulation will be of little inport. Its effect
will be the neasure of its success.

So, here we go!

John H Tanton, M D.



