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Jobs Americans
won’t Do?

Americans are doing all of them

by Ed Rubenstein

ecent data (2003) on U.S.-born and foreign-born employment for 22 broad occupations show that the

maximum foreign-born penetration ranges from a high of 38.8 percent of workers in labor-intensive “farming,

fishing, and forestry,” to a low of just 5.2 percent in “legal occupations.” “Building and grounds cleaning,”
which includes many menial jobs, is second, with 32.3 percent of its workers born abroad. Foreign-born workers
accounted for 14.2 percent of al employment in 2003. The chart below ranks dl 22 occupations on foreign worker
share. [Edwin S. Rubenstein is president of ESR Research, Inc., aresearch organization focusing on public policy and
economic trends. He was formerly Director of Research at the Hudson Institute.]

Employment by Occupation and Nativity
Status, 2003
(housands; 16 yea:ars and over) — ;
1 Plas liwes Foreign | Percent
Ococupation | Total | Born Born | Foreign born
Farrming, lishing and !arc-str:-,-r 1,050 543 | A7 ] 38 8%,
Building and grounds cleaning 4.947 | S350 | 1.587 G2 3%
Froductlon occupations 9.700 A6y | 2233 | =3, 0%
__Cnn:'.druc:ﬁ-c:ln aarmed t:xlr.‘ll:.'lil::_r_r 8,114 5,343 | 1.771 271 .85
Food preparation and serving 725 5675 1.579 | 21.8%
Cornpalar S rr|_.'-3,_|_l__|.r'.~r'r'r."!1|-:':.":I 3,122 2,552 | L3 TH. i
Lile, physical, and social science 1.375 1,137 | =238 L AT
Hoaalthooire support cceprilicns =293 | =2, 425 S01 I
I'ransportation and material
o img 8,520 B, 943 1.377F 16 .G
FParsonal care and sarvice o 2332 2.567F G55 15. 7%
Architecture and related 2,727 2328 | 401 14. 75
All occupations| 137,736 118,005 19,731 | 14.33%3:
Hurmllbwzasre: paracliliconer amncd
teschinical 5548 5. F65 582 | 13 . 3%
Installation, maintanencsa ard
repair 5.041 Ad.432 508 | 020 12 1%
_Sales and related ococupalions 15.960 14,100 1.860 11.7%
Arts, design, entartainment, sports
o arnd media 2663 2,375 2ag8 | 10.8%
Business and financial oparalions 5,465 4,910 555 10.2%
o Management 14,458 13,135 1,323 | 9.2%%6
l.‘:}ffif_'.r?'a__.:ﬂ_nr_:l acdministrative = wprporl 1"-':‘.—_:‘?{] | 17 . 7687 1.769 29.1%
Community and social saervices ‘2184 1.993 191 B.7%%
Education, training and library 7. 763 7. 124 [T 8.3%
FProtective Sarvice Occupations 2,727 | 2,560 167 I 5.1%
Lagal occupations 1.508 1.430 fa 5. 2%
Sourcea: Curraent Population Surndey.
Table &, unpublished, Sant to Ed
Hubenstain by Mr. Abraharn Mosisa
of BLS. (203) G001 -5346. 1
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