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SLICING IT THIN

Our earth and its resources are limited, yet our world
populations continue to increase, and to use the earth's space and
its resources.

Consider that an apple represents the earth. Slice the apple into
quarters. Set three quarters aside, which represent the oceans of
the world. The remaining fourth quarter represents the earth's land
area.

Slice this "land" in half and set aside one of the pieces
representing the land area that is inhospitable to people, such as
polar areas, swamps, deserts, high or rocky mountains.

The remaining one-eighth piece is land where people live. Cut
this piece into four sections, and set 3/32 aside. This is the land
that contains cities, suburban sprawl, highways, shopping centers,
schools, parks, factories, parking lots, and other places where
people live and work but where food cannot grow.

Carefully peel the remaining 1/32 slice of earth. This tiny,
fragile peel represents the very thin surface of the earth's crust
upon which humans depend for growing crops.

Good topsoil, a most valuable resource, is often only a few
inches thick, and one windstorm or rainstorm can easily remove what
nature took 100 years to build.

Wise use of the land and soil conservation are essential to
everyone.
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