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Wi ill Our Multicultural Elites
Ever Become Race Realists?

By JoHN DERBYSHIRE

hank you, Bob [Robert Vandervoort, executive
| director of ProEnglish]. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen.
I am going to put to you what I think you will find a
rather startling, perhaps absurd, proposition: that the
elite classes of the U.S.A. may turn racist.'
As startling as it may be, this is not an original idea.
Charles Murray? has been in the news recently’ on
account of his new book* on cognitive stratification in
U.S. society — the trend, now more than half a century
old, for professional elites to separate off from working-
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practicing  assortative
mating® — elites mar-
rying elites.

This is a return to
the theme of The Bell
Curve® which Murray
co-authored with the
late Richard Herrn-
stein,” and which was
published in 1994% —
almost twenty years
ago.

RICHARD J, HERRNSTEIN
CHARLES MURRAY

As my starting point here today, I’m going to quote
from that earlier book.” This is from Chapter 21 of The
Bell Curve," in which Herrnstein and Murray are dis-
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cussing possible consequences of cognitive stratifica-
tion. Perhaps the most startling of the possibilities they
suggest is that “Racism will emerge in a new and more
virulent form.” Here is the passage that follows.

The tension between what the white elite
is supposed to think and what it is actually
thinking about race will reach something
close to breaking point. This pessimistic
prognosis must be contemplated: When the
break comes, the result, as so often happens
when cognitive dissonance is resolved, will
be an overreaction in the other direction. In-
stead of the candor and realism about race
that is so urgently needed, the nation will be
faced with racial divisiveness and hostility
that is as great as, or greater, than America
experienced before the civil rights move-
ment. We realize how outlandish it seems to
predict that educated and influential Ameri-
cans, who have been so puritanical about ra-
cial conversation, will openly revert to rac-
ism. We would not go so far as to say it is
probable. It is, however, more than just pos-
sible. If it were to happen, all the scenarios
for the custodial state'' would be more un-
pleasant—more vicious—than anyone can
now imagine.

I should explain that by the phrase “the custodial
state,” Herrnstein and Murray mean a sort of Indian-res-
ervation policy in which the elites “fence off” the low-
1Q underclass.

That our elites might turn racist does indeed sound
outlandish. The reigning doctrine on race throughout
the Western world today is the Standard Social Science
Model,'? which I’ just trim down to “Standard Model”
in what follows. According to this doctrine, all observed
group differences are the result of social forces. The
Standard Model says that there is a conceivable, discov-
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erable, attainable configuration of social forces in which
all group differences would vanish; and that we ought
to strive to shift our own society towards that configura-
tion. Among our political and cultural elites, the Stan-
dard Model is universally accepted.'

Looking to the future, there are three possibilities.
One of them, Possibility One, is that our elites will con-
tinue to adhere to the Standard Model. The other two are
implied in the extract I just quoted from Herrnstein and
Murray: Possibility Two, We may attain “the candor and
realism about race that is so urgently needed,” and Pos-
sibility Three, Our elites will revert to “open racism.”
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Author and columnist John Derbyshire reads a passage from
The Bell Curve during ProEnglish’s panel discussion on “The
Failure of Multiculturalism” at CPAC, February 9, 2012.

Let’s take the three possibilities in turn. First,
continued adherence to the Standard Model. Note that,
taking group differences in all generality, the Standard
Model is not preposterous. The social and economic
underachievement of women in Moslem countries,'
for example, or for that matter in our own countries in
times past, easily yields to a Standard Model analysis.
Make some key changes in your laws and customs, and
the men-women gap disappears. In some social areas it
more than disappears: 57 percent' of U.S. college stu-
dents are female today.

In group difference of outcome between races,
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the Standard Model was likewise not preposterous fifty
years ago. Here in the U.S., nonwhite citizens labored
under well-known legal and social disabilities. In what
we were just beginning to call the Third World, non-
white populations had been humiliated and subordinated
by decades of colonialism. Remove the disabilities, dis-
mantle colonialism, and socio-economic group differ-
ences would surely melt away. The Standard Model as
applied to race was not preposterous fifty years ago.

I think it is fair to say that it is now, half a century
on, well into the zone of preposterosity. Segregation and
colonialism have long since been dismantled; trillions of
dollars'® have been spent to rectify past wrongs; count-
less helping-hand policies have been enacted;!” yet still
the world, and our individual nations, are deeply strati-
fied by race. “The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
and we are not saved.”

This is the cognitive dissonance that Herrnstein
and Murray wrote about. Neurologists tell us that the
brain abhors cognitive dissonance as nature abhors a
vacuum; and that, as with a vacuum, the resolution can
be sudden and dramatic.

Our elites are snobs,'® but not fools. The disso-
nance between what all good folk are supposed to be-
lieve, and the evidence of our lying eyes, must sooner
or later be resolved, when enough little boys have called
out that the Emperor has no clothes.

If you want to say that such dramatic turnarounds
simply don’t happen, I need only remind you that our
elites well within living memory expressed opinions
about race'’ that would disqualify them from public of-
fice nowadays. About other things, too. Quote: “To hold
that the act of homosexual sodomy?’ is somehow pro-
tected as a fundamental right would be to cast aside mil-
lennia of moral teaching.” That was the Chief Justice of
the U.S. Supreme Court*’—a person I think can fairly be
taken to belong to the elite. The date was 1986, Bowers
v. Hardwick.*

If you want to object that elite opinions are in line
of descent from Marxist egalitarianism,” and that racial
egalitarianism® is of their essence, I will remind you
that Marx, in common with well nigh all thinkers on
large social and economic matters until the mid-twen-
tieth century, was entirely Eurocentric. He had no inter-
est in non-Europeans. His theory of the Asiatic Mode of
Production is universally considered to be the least well-
thought-out, most perfunctory part of his work. Plenty
of Marxist-inspired movements have been racist. Back
in the 1920s when it was starting up, the South Afri-
can Communist Party marched under banners reading:
WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE FOR A WHITE
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SOUTH AFRICA.* Today’s China* and North Korea
are both officially Marxist, yet they are two of the most
racially particularist states that have ever existed.

China in fact offers us another reason to think that
our elites will dump the Standard Model. In China the
Standard Model is not held in very high regard. When
Taylor Wang?” went into orbit on the Space Shuttle in
1985, CCTV (China’s government network) marveled
that he was, quote, “The first descendant of the Yellow
Emperor to travel in space.”” Even in the aggressively
Anglo-Saxon U.S.A. of 1961, it is hard to imagine Wal-
ter Cronkite hailing Alan Shepard® as “The first descen-
dant of Alfred the Great® to travel in space.”

The rise of a competitor superpower with frankly
race-realist attitudes can only increase the cognitive dis-
sonance that Herrnstein and Murray wrote about. For
an accelerant, there will be the fact that an ever-larger
portion of our elites will themselves be descendants of
the Yellow Emperor.>! Advances in the human sciences
will provide further accelerant. Sooner or later a point of
crisis will be reached. The spark will jump the gap, what
has been stretched will break, the avalanche will slip,
and the Standard Model will no longer be tenable, even
for elites as preening in their moral vanity as ours.

So much for Possibility One, continued adherence
to the Standard Model. It will not happen.

Without the Standard Model, however, our elites
will not necessarily take the path predicted by Herrn-
stein and Murray, the path to “racial divisiveness and
hostility that is as great as, or greater, than America ex-
perienced before the civil rights movement” — what [
called Possibility Three.

There is also, as an alternative, the second path,
what I called Possibility Two: a turn to “candor and real-
ism” about race. This path is obviously to be preferred
to the other, and it is the point of view for which I pros-
elytize.

It is also to be preferred to the Standard Model.
The common perception is that the Standard Model is a
humane and socially healthful point of view, while race
realism is the sick product of twisted minds. It seems
to me that the opposite is the case. The Standard Model
seems to me to be socially poisonous, a great generator
of rancor, resentment, rage, and division—an evil and
destructive doctrine.

Imagine you are a member of a group that, in the
generality, underachieves socially and economically: a
black in the U.S., an Inuit in Canada, a Pacific Island-
er in New Zealand,*? even a Malay in Malaysia. If the
Standard Model is true, the only possible explanation for
your group’s underachievement is malice on the part of

38

other groups. Hence the rancor, resentment, rage, and
division.

If, on the other hand, group underachievement is
a consequence of the laws of biology working on hu-
man populations, there is no blame to assign. The fact
of group inequalities, even in societies that have striven
mightily to remove them, is as natural and inevitable as
individual inequality, which nobody minds very much.
The only proper object of blame is Mother Nature; and
she is capable of inflicting far worse things on us than
mere statistical disparities between ancient inbred popu-
lations.

Under a reigning philosophy of candor and real-
ism, each of us can strive to be the best he can be, to play
as best he can the hand he’s been dealt, in liberty and
equality under the law.

I hope this will be the point of view our elites will
arrive at when the Standard Model has crumbled into
dust. The other alternative, the one envisaged by Herrn-
stein and Murray, would be worse, far worse. I intend
to do all I can to promote the idea that there is a sane
path, a path of reason, fairness, and liberty, of “candor
and realism,” between phony egalitarianism and vicious
neo-racism. Follow me down that path, please.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. m
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